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Imaginative building projects revitalise 
neighbourhoods. They set challenges 
and need partners to think creatively and 
pull together to find the right answers. 
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“Each of the six tower elements 
has different colours: we kept 
the tones quite earthy: browns 
and greens. The inspiration was 
looking at glazed terracotta tiles 
from train stations that have 
stood the test of time and are 
not colours that tire.”
Laura Marr, Pollard Thomas Edwards
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Zenith House - a £47 million 
regeneration in Colindale, North 
West London - comprises mansion 
blocks, mews houses and a six-
pronged 18-storey tower designed 
to look like a sheaf  of  arrows. It 
also has commercial space, and 
parking for more than 500 cars and 
bikes.

Not your average design, but one 
that breathes new life into the 
corner of  Colindeep Lane and 
Edgware Road. 

It looks amazing now - yet at one 
stage the project was in danger of  
stalling when architects, developers 
and planners could not agree how 
to replicate the terracotta finish 
specified in the design. Then Taylor 
Maxwell got involved….

/research

 
Initially Taylor Maxwell were not appointed 
as a supplier at Zenith House, with various 
product options being proposed by each 
project partner.

However this became an obstacle, as Laura 
Marr of architects Pollard Thomas Edwards 
(PTE) explained:

“It became apparent that certain options would 
not get certification because they were not tried 
and tested solutions.”

The planning officer agreed with the architects, 
and soon afterwards Taylor Maxwell’s ArGeTon 
terracotta rainscreen cladding was proposed as 
a solution to all the project partners.

The ArGeTon system helped solve the planning 
headaches and make costsavings: “The tiles 
were similar to the original design, and Taylor 
Maxwell were very helpful in working out the 
details.” reported Laura Marr. 

“The price was competitive so we worked 
together on a detailed design, and ensured it 
would achieve the certification required to get 
HBF approval.”

Taylor Maxwell tested some complex corner 
features in the design for the towers onsite with 
a 1:1 scale control panel which, according to 
Laura Marr, really persuaded the partners that 
ArGeTon was the way forward:

“It was extremely helpful in convincing 
everyone that this was the right solution.”

Laura and PTE were able to choose from a 
wide range of ArGeTon tile colours to achieve 
their design vision:

“Each of the six tower elements has different 
colours: we kept the tones quite earthy: browns 
and greens. The inspiration was looking at 
glazed terra cotta tiles from train stations that 
have stood the test of time and are not colours 
that tire.”

/guide

After the planners had been satisfied, Taylor 
Maxwell continued to work with the scheme’s 
partners to ensure the best and most cost-
effective results with ArGeTon.

“We worked through several options.” 
continued Laura Marr. “We tried variations of 
slim and thicker panels, and a few elevations 
before deciding the final setting out.”

“Taylor Maxwell also helped us make sure no 
tiles were wasted and make savings on the 
railings behind the tiles: we were working hard 
on achieving cost savings for the contractor 
while achieving the aesthetic goal and Taylor 
Maxwell were very helpful with that.”
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At Zenith House, Taylor Maxwell used their 
expertise to ensure that the bold design would 
become reality - including the challenging corners 
on the towers.

“The changing faces of the elevation have 
obtuse and acute angles. Early on we were 
nervous about the cut edges of the tiles being 
visible. A solution was proposed to use a 
polyester powder coated blade in a similar 
tone to hide the edge of the tile: this works very 
effectively.” explained Laura Marr.

“Now when you’re on the balconies of the tower 
you’re very close to material and you can really 
see the corners and how it’s been detailed really 
well and looks excellent.”

This kind of attention-to-detail meant that 
both architects and developers were highly 
impressed with the service and support they 
received from Taylor Maxwell.

“The service was excellent; as good as it could 
possibly be.” Laura Marr reported.

“They get that value-engineering isn’t about 
reducing the quality of the building but about 
understanding where savings can be made 
which don’t actually affect what the building 
looks like.”

/provide
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Taylor Maxwell House
The Promenade
Clifton
Bristol BS8 3NW

T: 0117 973 7888

feeling inspired? contact your nearest facades solutions provider

Taylor Maxwell Glasgow
Centurion Business Park, 3 Seaward Place, Kinning Park, Glasgow, G41 1HH
T: 0141 418 0300     F: 0141 418 0500     	 E: glasgow@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Edinburgh
1a Clerk Street, Loanhead, Edinburgh, EH20 9DP
T: 0131 448 2020     F: 0131 448 2720     	 E: edinburgh@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell North East
Unit 16, Bankside, The Watermark, Gateshead, NE11 9SY
T: 0191 460 4736     F: 0191 461 1115     	 E: northeast@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Leeds
Unit 1 Bramley Grange, Skeltons Lane, Leeds LS14 3DW 
T: 0113 204 3220      F: 0113 204 3225    	  E: leeds@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Manchester
Carlton House, 18 Albert Square, Manchester, M2 5PE
T: 0161 832 5213     F: 0161 832 0926     	 E: manchester@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Nottingham
9 The Triangle, Enterprise Way, ng2 Business Park, Nottingham NG2 1AE
T: 0115 969 9351     F: 0115 986 1940     	 E: nottingham@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Birmingham
6080 Knights Court, Solihull Parkway, Birmingham Business Park, B37 7WY
T: 0121 329 1440     F: 0121 779 5593     	 E: birmingham@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Cardiff
13 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HA
T: 02920 374 545     F: 02920 238 542     	 E: cardiff@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Bristol
Taylor Maxwell House, The Promenade, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 3NW
T: 0117 923 7083     F: 0117 973 8255    	 E: bristol@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Theale
The Hop Store, Unit 6, Brewery Court, Theale, RG7 5AJ
T: 0118 930 6888     F: 0118 930 2888     	 E: reading@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Barnet
Cosmo House, 53 Wood Street, Barnet, EN5 4BS
T: 0208 440 0551     F: 0208 440 0552     	 E: barnet@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Witham
The Matchyns, Rivenhall End, Witham, CM8 3HA
T: 01376 515 055     F: 01376 515 066     	 E: witham@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Leatherhead
Ashcombe House, 5 The Crescent, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 8DY
T: 01372 388 366     F: 0118 930 2888    	 E: leatherhead@taylor.maxwell.co.uk
	
Taylor Maxwell Winchester
Winchester House, Basingstoke Road, Kings Worthy, Winchester, SO23 7QF
T: 01962 718 240     F: 01962 715 983     	 E: winchester@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Vobster Cast Stone Co. Ltd.
Newbury Works, Coleford, Radstock, BA3 5RX
T: 01373 812 441    F: 01373 813 384     	 E: sales@caststonemasonry.co.uk


